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A WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION ON THE 
ROMA INTEGRATION INTO THE 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
BULGARIA 2020

Working Group will be established to build a strategy on the 
inclusion of the Roma integration issue into the National 
Development Program  'Bulgaria 2020', as well as in the 
Operational Programs and the Rural Development Program 
for the next programming period and to carry  out a strategic 
overview and monitoring of the implementation of integrated 
actions/measures  in support of Roma integration. The Group 
will be led by Tomislav Donchev, Minister for Management 

of EU Funds. Deputy-
Ministers in charge of 
the Management of OP 
' H u m a n  R e s o u r c e  
D e v e l o p m e n t ' ,  O P 
' R e g i o n a l  
Development', the Rural 
Development Program, 

the NCCEII, as well as NGO representatives will be members 
of the group. In this way, integrated intervention measures for 
conducting the Roma integration policy and, more 
specifically, for implementing the National Strategy for 
Roma Integration will be planned and financially supported. 

These plans have been the focus of the Working Group 
preliminary meeting held on the 3rd of November 2011. 
The meeting was attended by the Minister Tomislav Donchev, 
the Deputy-Minister Deyana Kostadinova, the Deputy-
Minister Petya Evtimova, persons in charge of the 
Management of OPHRD, OPRD and RDP, Georgi Krustev 
(NCCEII), members of NGOs (Center for Interethnic 
Dialogue and Tolerance AMALIPE – Veliko Turnovo, 'World 
without Borders'Association – Stara Zagora, 'New Way' 
Association – Hayredin, 'Roma – Lom”, C.E.G.A. 
Foundation, Open Society Institute, the Roma Education 
Fund. All participants supported the establishment of the 
Working Group and discussed its format and initial priority 
fields of work. As a commitment of the forthcoming meeting a 
reporting on residual funds from different programs within 
the current programming period has been envisioned  and a 
plan will be drafted on how to allocate them to activities 
targeting the Roma. With regard to the National Strategy for 
Roma Integration  under development, fund planning in terms 
of the next programming period will be carried out. Deyan 
Kolev laid out the major conclusions from the conferences 
already held in the last two weeks in the towns Sliven, 
StaraZagora, Vratza and Lom, as well as a draft plan for 
Actions/Programs financed from the EU or the State Budget 
in support of the National Strategy for Roma Integration 
implementation. The aforementioned plan will be discussed 
in the next few days to be integrated in the National Strategy.  

CENTER AMALIPE PARTICIPATED IN THE 4TH 
EUROPEAN PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE IN 

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

thCenter Amalipe participated in the 4  European Public Health 
thConference in Copenhagen, Denmark, 10-12  of November 

at The Bella Center. The conference is annually organized by 
EUPHA (European  
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
Association). EUPHA is 
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y,  
scientific organisation, 
b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  
around 12 000 public 
hea l th  exper t s  fo r  
professional exchange and collaboration throughout Europe. 
It encourages a multidisciplinary approach to public health.
Two representatives of Center Amalipe participated in the 
conference – its Chairman Deyan Kolev and Momchil Baev – 
Coordinator. Amalipe together with Erin Howe a Program 

O f f i c e r  o n  
Accountabil i ty and 
Monitoring in Health 
Initiative (AMHI) in 
Public Health Program 
o f  O p e n  S o c i e t y  
Foundations, New York, 
USA, Prof. Abhijit Das 
from Centre for Health 

and Social Justice, India and Clinical assistant professor at 
University of Washington, Seattle, USA presented the 

COMMUNITY MONITORING OF THE HEALTH 
CARE SERVICES IN ROMA COMMUNITIES

Preliminary session “Community Monitoring: Year-In-
thReview & Next Steps”took place in Copenhagen on 8-9  of 

November, 2011. Participant in the session were Erin Howe a 
Program Officer on Accountability and Monitoring in Health 
Initiative (AMHI) in Public Health Program of Open Society 
Foundations, New York, USA, Prof. Abhijit Das from Centre 

for Health and Social 
Jus t i ce ,  Ind ia  and  
C l i n i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  
professor at University 
of Washington, Seattle, 
USA, AnaDomiloiu - 
Educat ion  program 
assistant at Roma center 

for health policies “Sastipen”, Romania and Momchil Baev – 
health projects coordinator at Center Amalipe, Bulgaria. 
Some of the objectives of the preliminary technical assistance 
meeting were to share experiences of community monitoring 
conducted during the year, to identify good practices and 
challenges within the related processes of community 
mobilization and empowerment, community enquiry and 
sharing and advocacy for change (i.e.: working with 
government officials) as well as to build additional skills 
related to community mobilization and community enquiry 
based on a review of current practices and to agree on next 
steps and areas where follow-up technical assistance is 
needed to strengthen community mobilization and 
monitoring efforts. On behalf of Center Amalipe Momchil 
Baev presented some of the assumptions that the organization 
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MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE NATIONAL 
ROMA STRATEGY

On November 4, 2011 was held the second meeting of the Inter-ministerial Group 
preparing the Bulgarian National Roma Strategy.  On this meeting was discussed a 
draft of the strategic part of the document and the submitted proposals – result of the 
forums of Roma NGO's held in Sliven, Stara Zagora, Vratsa and Lom and also the 
upcoming National debate on the Strategy on November 14, 2011 – Sofia.
After a lot of discussions the following decisions were adopted:
1. The name of the strategy to be “National Strategy for Roma Integration” and also in 
the preambul of the document to be included a text indicating that the document also 
applies for groups that define themselves in different ways, but live under the same 
conditions (Millet, Rudari, etc.).  This text proposed by Mr. Deyan Kolev and Mrs. 
Stela Kostova on behalf of a large group Roma NGO's was also the result of all the 
forums held till the present (in Sliven, Stara Zagora, Vratsa and Lom).  It was voted and 
adopted by a qualified majority rather than the working name proposed by the National 
Council for Cooperation on Ethnic and Integration Issues – “National Strategy for 
Integration of Roma and Other Vulnerable Ethnic Groups/ Communities in a similar 
situation”. 
2. Significant changes are needed in the “Implementation mechanisms”, “Monitoring” 
and “Living conditions” parts of the Strategy;
3. By November 14 must be published a draft of the Action Plan - part of the National 
Roma Strategy: all the participants shared the view that exactly the Action Plan will 
make this Strategy different and working comparing the previous documents adopted 
in the sphere of integration;
4. A special application must indicate the specific programs and financing sources 
needed for the implementation of the Action Plans such the National Budget and 
European funds;
The majority of the participants insisted that the National Roma Strategy could change 
the real situation of the Roma in Bulgaria only if there are clear and concrete actions, 
funding and administrative responsibilities. “Otherwise in 10 years we will come 
together to discuss new plans and strategies but the situation will be the same”, pointed 
out Mr. Rumyan Sechkov – chairman of “SEGA” Foundation. 

CONFERENCE ON THE NATIONAL ROMA STRATEGIES 
WAS HELD IN BRUSSELS

 
The founder of the “Open society” foundations – George Soros, the Deputy-Chairman 
of the Parliamentary Group of the European People's Party, Mr. Marian Marinescu, the 
President of the Group of Greens in EP Mrs. Rebecca Harms, the General Director of 
DG “Justice” of European Commission, many Members of the European Parliament, 
representatives of the European Commission, of national governments and 
representatives of Roma NGO's attended the conference “The National Roma 
Strategies: Ensuring a Comprehensive and Effective European Approach to Roma”. 
The conference was held on November 8, 2011 in the building of the European 

Parliament in Brussels. Bulgaria was 
represented by Mr. Georgy Krastev 
(National Council for Cooperation on Ethnic 
and Demographic Issues), Mr. Orhan Tahir 
(“Civil Society in Action” NGO) and. Mr. 
Deyan Kolev (Center Amalipe). In his 
speech Mr. Soros made a connection 
between the Roma integration and economic 
crisis: both issues are important for the future 
of Europe. “The euro is here to stay, the euro 

will be maintained as a factor for stability and the European Commission will support 
it”, said the financier. Similarly the European Union can and should be active on the 
integration of Roma. If national governments are passive has a mechanism to affects 
their activation.  The inclusion of Roma integration in the so called “Conditionalities” 
for absorption of EU funds plus support for increasing the capacity of national 
governments in absorption of funds directed to Roma was the formula proposed by Mr. 
Soros for the next programming period. George Soros stressed the important role that 
should play the European Roma Platform. The members of the European People's 
Party, socialists, liberals and greens underlined their commitment to the Roma 
integration. Hans Svoboda proposed to be created “ad hoc” group in the European 
Parliament which to monitor the implementation of the EU Framework for national 
Roma strategies and to receive the signals of the civil society. This proposal was very 
good accepted among most of the participants on the conference. In his speech Deyan 
Kolev stressed how important is the implementation of the national Roma strategies to 
be included in the conditionalities for absorbtion of European funds.  The rules of the 
European Social Fund should provide a percentage for integrated activities in 
marginalized communities. Such a requirement was included in the rules of the 
European Regional Development Fund.  When the Commission assesses the National 
Roma strategies of the governments it should consider whether they offer specific 
operations – funded by operational programs and national budgets – or these 
documents contain only good strategic intensions – called Kolev. It is also a necessity 
after a year when we are going to prepare the next programming period, the European 
Commission's assessment to be according the available measures for implementation 
of the National Roma Strategies. In the conclusion of his speech Deyan Kolev urged 

the MEP's to influence the national parliaments for more active engagement with the 
Roma integration issue. “One of our main demands in Bulgaria is the National Roma 
Strategy to be adopted by the National Parliament b - that will make it a qualitatively 
different document.  

CONFERENCE IN SOFIA DISCUSSED THE NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR 
ROMA STRATEGY

Over 300 participants: politicians, representatives of various institutions, NGO's and 
experts discussed together the draft of the National Roma Integration Strategy of 
Bulgaria and its Action Plan. Among them were the Deputy Prime Minister - 
Tsvetanov, the Minister for Management of EU Funds – Tomislav Donchev,  the 
Minister of Education – Sergey Ignatov, ambassadors, representatives of the European 
Commission, OSCE and others. This happened in Sofia at a conference organized by 
the National Council for Cooperation on 
Ethnic  and Integrat ion Issues  on 
November14, 2011. Although we have 
existing good strategic documents for Roma 
integration the situation has changed just a 
little, Tsvetanov said. Therefore there is a 
need of a serious concentration of efforts. We 
mustn't close our eyes about the public 
distrust regarding the integration policy and 
changing this should be one of our aims too. 
As a successful practice Tsvetanov pointed out the “health mediator” practice. As most 
serious problem of Roma was accepted the housing and the condition's of living 
problem. Polish Ambassador HE Leszek Hensley emphasized the need Roma 
migration to be linked to preservation of Roma culture and identity. He gave to the 
organizers of the conference a book representing the contribution of Roma in Europe's 
history. “Supporters and Friends” – this is how the Minister for management of EU 
fund Tomislav Donchev began his speech at the conference. There are three important 
messages about integration, he said. The majority needs to understand that integration 
has no alternative. Minority must know that integration is not only targeted actions but 
also compliance.  Politicians must realize that integration is much more than good 
intentions, but also actions. Minister Ignatov emphasized the key role of education 
with illustrative examples. He compared a poor and uneducated Roma child he meets 
everyday and who cannot speak properly Bulgarian with the educated Roma children 
visiting him at his office each New Year on January 14 (the Roma New Year). These 
children study in schools involved in Amalipe's project for reducing the dropout of 
school of Roma children. “The Roma children came to my cabinet are not different 
from other Bulgarian children” Ignatov said and illustrated that integration is possible.
The opening of the conference was followed by discussions on the key priorities of the 
Strategy and the Action Plan. Deyan Kolev presented the “Education” Priority of the 
Strategy and pointed out that during the work of the workgroup there weren't 
significant differences in opinions of experts of Ministry of Youth, Education and 
Science and NGO's. In the Action plan under “Education” priority there are provided 
73 priority activities – continuing and building upon the existing educational priorities 
in the field of integration. The specific (“targeted”) actions have a budget and there in 
the Action Plan are pointed out the responsible bodies for their implementation and 
monitoring. Deyan Kolev did not hide the problem areas of the strategy: the workgroup 
of the Strategy has planned activities only till 2015 although the Strategy is till 2020; 
there is a need to be adopted a Plan with specific programs (financed by EU funds and 
state budget) in order to secure the necessary funding. It is imperative to be processed 
“Implementation mechanisms” and “Monitoring” parts which at this stage are the most 
problematic parts in the Strategy. It is crucial the National Roma Strategy to be adopted 
by the Bulgarian Parliament in order to include all the municipalities and other 
important institutions. In response, Deputy Prime Minister Tsvetanov ensured that 
Government is ready to propose the National Roma Strategy for voting in the 
Parliament and also said there is a political will this important document to be adopted 
by the Parliament. Representatives of dozens of organizations have been actively 
involved in the discussion of the Strategy's priorities. Lily Makaveeva and Ognyan 
Isaev (“Integro” Association) urged local authorities to gain a real power in the 
international policy implementation in order the Strategy to reflect most of the local 
needs. Gancho Iliev (“World without borders”), Dr. Stefan Panayotov (Roma Health 
Foundation) and Prof. Ivaylo Tarnev raised the question of extension of the Action 
Plan in its “Health” part with new activities and priorities (for example directed to 
people with no health insurances) and planning the activities till 2020. They regretted 
that the proposals they made to the Working group haven't been included in the Action 
Plan and insisted that to happen. Nikolay Kirilov (“Roma Lom” Foundation) 
emphasized the need of developing a Communication plan - otherwise the strategy will 
not gain public support. Deyan Kolev criticized the Action plan in its “Employment” 
part. It includes just 7 activities and there are not included the successful models such 
“Roma labor mediator”. In this part there is nothing in the filed of social inclusion and 
social services in the Roma community. The secretariat of NCCEII said they are ready 
to include all the suggestions proposed at that conference. All the suggestions should 
be sent officially till November 18 to the Strategy working Group in order to be 
included on the meeting of the Working group on November 23, 2011. The prognoses 
are that on November 28, 2011 the Roma Strategy and the Action Plan will be 
submitted to the Council of Ministers.

page 2/8Center Amalipe



BRASS BAND "DEFILIR" AND CHEERLEADERS 
FROM IVAN VAZOV SCHOOL WIN ANOTHER 

MEDAL FROM PARTICIPATION AT AN 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

A few days ago brass band "Defilir" 
and the cheerleaders from "Ivan 
Vazov" school once again proved their 
professionalism on the international 
arena. Together with the dance group 
"Folklore Bunch" – Varshetz,  
musicians and dancers received a 
medal and a certificate after their 
performance in Istanbul, Turkey 
which was greatly  welcome by the 

public. The First International Mediterranean Festival has been held for 
three days at the end of November, and gathered on one stage groups from 
all Balkan countries. Under the guidance of the choreographer Nevena 
Stoyanova and the musician Dimitar Peev, the girls and boys competed 
successfully with groups from Serbia, Macedonia, Turkey, Greece and 
Bulgaria. At an open stage in the center of the twelve- million Istanbul, the 
children from Varshets sang and 
danced with participants from other 
groups, which is real testimonial of 
their skills. The award has been given 
by the organizers and the town hall 
representatives. Every night turned 
into celebration of folk and art when 
after turning back to our hotel 
residents asked to dance with us and 
listen to the brass band. In the narrow 
street, gathered tourists from all over the world who danced with 
Bulgarian people for more than an hour. The folk group of Varshets 
remained quite impressed by the beautiful city where moving from one to 
another place during traffic jams proved real challenge. Istanbul is 
situated on both sides of the Bosphorus Strait so that the participants in the 
cultural event could get familiar with both the European and Asian part. 
The sky, studded with domes and minarets makes Istanbul one of the truly 
romantic cities. We walked along the same streets where crusaders and 
janissaries passed by, looked at mosques, peeped into the sultan's harem 
and went shopping at the Grand Bazaar. It easy to get lost in the history of 
Istanbul but modern Istanbul, in its own turn, is a busy metropolis - there 
is much to be seen as well. Trade is world class and nightlife around 
Taksim Square goes on till dawn. And though the city is not the capital, it 
is the cultural and business center of the country with its emerging new 
trends. The traffic between the two continents is quite busy - the ferries 
move along the Bosphorus incessantly and there is a constant queue on 
the Golden Horn. Along the promenade there are many café bars where 
you can have a cup of tea or Turkish coffee and enjoy the view. Besides the 
new impressions gathered, brass band "Defilir" received an invitation for 
other international festivals, and Varshets became famous for its talented 
children.

A GOOD PRACTICE

In the cozy atmosphere of the "Kireka" Hotel  at the foot of the Madara 
Rocks the second meeting of the schools from  district Shumen working 
on the project "Decreasing the  Dropout Rate among Roma Children" has 
been held. The meeting has been organized by the school principals, who 
participated in it together with their school teams. Funding has been 
provided from school budgets. Shumen is the region with most schools 
participating in the project. Among the key topics of the event have been 
the introduction of best practices of the mentoring schools, problems 
associated with the dropout of Roma children from school and finding 
solutions. The participation of teams provided opportunity for discussing 
key practical aspects of educational integration, including specifying the 
details of future initiatives and joint ventures. According to meeting 
participants' workshops with teachers from mentoring and pilot schools 
are mandatory and necessary activity ...", ".. I like this form of informal 

meetings of all teams because you just exchange information 
and talk on professional issues even at dinner time. The heads 
of the mentoring schools are very good organizers, they are 
promoters. There is no other area like ours with such a format. 

Again we are innovators. Pilot schools welcome the ideas of Center 
"Amalipe" and want to work, but that's positive. Gradually conservative 
attitudes and stereotypes shall be broken. There are such traces in some 
teams, but it is 
always like this 
in the beginning. 
It was the same 
with us, but we 
have come a long 
w a y .  I t  i s  
important to have 
a  d e s i r e  f o r  
changing. And 
most important 
c o l l e a g u e s  
believe that the 
work on th is  
project will help 
t h e m  s o l v e  
problems ... "The initiative is an important step forward for the 
development of contacts between schools, which face similar problems in 
their daily activities and seek common solutions to them. 

TEACHERS VSTLI - OMURTAG TRAINED IN WORKING 
WITH ROMA PUPILS

 
The entire teaching staff of the Vocational School of Transport and Light 
Industry - Omurtag took part in a training seminar on working in 
multicultural environment and techniques for preventing school dropout 
of Roma children. The training was held from 25 to 27 November in the 
town of Lyaskovetz and was organized by the Centre "Amalipe" as part of 
the project "Together at school and in our free time" of the Vocational 
School under Operational Programme "Human Resource Development".
By means of combination of lectures and interactive games, the 
participants got familiar with facts from Romani history and culture, 
discussed which Roma groups are available upon the territory of Omurtag 

municipality, the group specific 
attitudes to education in different 
towns and villages in the region. 
Particular interest was shown as to the 
methods and means applied to retain 
Roma children in schools as part of 
the activity plan of the project 
"Decreasing the Dropout Rate of 
Roma Students" implemented by 
Amalipe center in 96 schools across 
the country. At the end of training, the 

participants drew up a plan for each student at risk of dropping out from 
their school, and for involvement of 
Roma parents in school life. In 
Vocational School of  Transport and 
Light Industry - Omurtag over 200 
students are taught, nearly one third of 
them are Roma young people from 
Omurtag, Belomortsi, Kamburovo 
and other towns in the region. 
Dropping out is a serious issue, 
especially among Roma girls. To 
prevent dropout, VSTLI has undertaken comprehensive measures, 
including provision of free transport, the introduction of the optional 
culture classes "Ethnic Folklore – Roma Folklore," Inclusion of the Roma 
students in the Youth Parliament, work with each individual at risk of 
dropping out. CIDT Amalipe is a partner of the school in this effort.
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dropouts from school, early marriages and early pregnancy, 
health education etc. During the training the centers worked on 
planning their work based on the field research they have done 

and the specific results they have: identified community needs, problems 
and solutions. Since there existing the community development centers have 
realized a lot of local and national campaigns.  Here are just few of them:
 - “Let's get in class” campaign was held all over Bulgaria and its aim was to 
make as many Roma children to get in the class rooms on September 15 – 
beginning of the school year in Bulgaria;
 - On October 1 was held Roma Pride - an international campaign. In 
Bulgaria it was held under the slogan: “I have a dream: to learn and live 
together” 
 - “I want to be a university student” and “Back to school” campaigns 
promoting life-long learning education;
The community moderators shared that on a local level they have built very 
good relationships with the local authorities. For example:
-         As a consequence of the identified needs of the local Roma 
community in Kameno, the Mayor of Kameno has taken concrete actions for 
improving the streets in the Roma neighborhood;
-         The moderators from Peshtera and Etropole in partnerships with the 
local schools have managed to create Parent's clubs which main task is to 
attract and involve parents in the school life through their participation in 
solving problems with children at risk of dropping out. The role of Parent's 
club is also to create an active relationship between the school and the 
community;
-         In Novi Pazar two children who has dropped out of school in the past 
are back to school again because the efforts of the community moderators;
During the joint training their experience shared also the community 
moderators from Greece and Romania. In the both countries the work with 
Roma communities is most concentrated on early marriages and early 
parenthoods. The moderators work with focus groups of women and 
children which allows them to know better the problems of the community. 
During the meeting the representatives of all the community centers has 
worked on creating a strategically plan with activities till the end of the 
project – January 2013. There have been made also concrete plans with 
activities for the following two months for each of the centers. Participant in 
the training also had a session about the work with volunteers: how to attract 
them, make them involve and motivate them more.
In addition, on this meeting participants were also representatives of the 
monitoring NGO's in the project: “World without borders” – Stara Zagora; 
“New Road” – Hayredin, “The faithful steward” – Burgas and Center for 
Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance “Amalipe”.

CONCERT OF THE FAMOUS AMERICAN COUNTRY GROUP 
“MOUNTAIN QUICKSTEP” WAS HELD IN TOWN OF 

PESHTERA

On November 8, 2011 at 18.00 o'clock  was held the concert of the popular 
American country music group “Mountain Quickstep” (USA) in the 
building of the  “Razvitie” Cultural House in the town of Peshtera (Southern 
Bulgaria). The concert was initiated by the US Embassy in Bulgaria in 
cooperation with the Center for community development – Peshtera, created 
by Center for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance Amalipe.  Partners of this 
initiative were Municipality of Peshtera and the local Roma NGO “Sun for 
everyone”. The band was represented 
to the public by the cultural attaché at 
the US Embassy in Bulgaria, Mr. 
Richard Damstra. For over 13 years, 
Mountain Quickstep has brought lively 
fiddle tunes, lonesome folksongs, and 
fancy  foo twork  to  aud iences  
throughout the U.S. and abroad. The 
toe-tapping instrumental and vocal 
harmony with French Canadian and 
Celtic influences combines elements from the old-time, bluegrass, and early 
country music of the Adirondack, Appalachian and Smoky Mountain 
regions of the U.S.  The concert attracted a great interest from the 
community in Peshtera. It was attended by representatives of the local 
authorities, citizens of Peshtera and surounding places.

SESSION OF THE MONITORING COMMITTEE 
OF HRD OP

The ninth session of the Monitoring Committee of Operational Programme 
"Human Resources Development" was held on November 15 in Sofia. It was 
chaired by Deyana Kostadinova, Deputy Minister on Labour and Social 
Policy. In the session took part  representatives from  the European 
Commission, national institutions  in charge of the HRD OP and NGOs. 
Roma organizations were represented by Deyan Kolev.  To date the HRD OP 
is at almost 100% planed, the payments within the current year having 
increased from 1.6 to 10%, according to Deputy Minister Kostadinova. She 
emphasized that actions have been undertaken to accelerate payments and 
plan new activities within remaining funds. After continuous discussions 
changes have been introduced in some of the current operations and new 
criteria for selection of operations have been adopted in the sphere of 
employment, professional qualification, improving the quality of higher 
education and social service provision. Thus, for example. the Employment 
Agency will expand its work with vulnerable groups in the labor market by 
appointing new labour market mediators. The Committee adopted a 
proposal by Deyan Kolev that the newly recruited 100 mediators  work 
mainly with unemployed Roma: it would be good if these mediators are 
Roma, too, as labor offices have tangible need for Roma mediators as well as 
for expansion of  the Program for Roma employment mediators , argues 
Kolev.

INTERNATIONAL CAMP OF ROMA COMMUNITY 
MODERATORS

During four consecutive days (November 1-4), community moderators from 
three Balkan countries – Bulgaria, Romania and Greece - shared their so far 
work-experiences and exchanged ideas 
seeking cooperative solutions for 
various cases to deal with the specific 
problems of Roma children, women 
and families. The training was held in 
Complex “Bryasta” – only seven km far 
from the old capital of Bulgaria – Veliko 
Tarnovo. The participants in the 
meeting were representatives of eight 
Centers for community development – 
six of them situated in Bulgaria, one – in 
Romania and 1 in Greece. All the centers are opened under “Promotion of 
fieldwork in traditional and marginalized groups of the Roma community” 
Project financed by the European Commission and realized by Center 
Amalipe – Bulgaria, Pro Europa – Romania and Arsis – Greece. During the 
meeting the community moderators presented the activities done in each 
center since its opening till present. Each center for community development 
has two job places taken by two community moderators whose main task is 
to assist for activating and mobilizing the development of the local social 
capital through organizing and implementing various local activities.  
Center's role is to activate the resources and the capacity of the Roma 
community willing modernization and addressing specific problems such as 

COMMUNITY MONITORING OF THE HEALTH CARE 
SERVICES IN ROMA COMMUNITIES

has on the current state of the Program “Community Monitoring for Health 
Care Services in Roma Community: Strengthening Community 
Mobilization and Advocacy”. The health status of Roma community in 
Bulgaria is significantly lower than the one of majority Bulgarian 
population. For example, the national figures show that the life expectancy 
of Roma is 10 years shorter that the one of ethnic Bulgarians. The health care 
services provision in Roma community at grass-root level also meets serious 
problems, especially in the rural areas. There are some policy articulations 
for addressing Roma health issues, but as a whole the policy attention to 
ensuring equal access of Roma to health care is low; health care is the 
weakest part of the entire policy for Roma integration. One of the main 
reasons for this is the lack of proper monitoring and evaluation (M&E). The 
program of the meeting continued with some of the main findings that 
Momchil Baev presented on the first community inquiry that was held in 
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ANALYSIS OF HEALTHCARE REFORMS AND THEIR 
IMPACT ON THE ROMA COMMUNITY IN THE 

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, 2011
NOVEMBER 2011

DUTY OFFICES OF GP'S

In 2011 there have been discovered total 94 duty offices of GP's in the country. 
The largest number of offices discovered is in the capital Sofia - 15, in Varna – 
11, in Plovdiv - 7 and in Bourgas – 7. The average number for one month of 
people visiting these cabinets is over 9 thousands for Sofia, more than 7 
thousands in Varna, and more than 5 thousands - in Plovdiv. In the smaller 
regional towns the average of people passing through these cabinets is about 
1000 people. Duty offices of GP's were set up in the beginning of 2011. They 
give an opportunity  medical assistance to be provided, after the end of the 
working day of the general practitioners, as well as on Saturday and Sunday 
and during holidays. For this purpose the GP's get an additional payment to the 
amount of 11 stotinki (1 lev = 100 stotinki – Bulgarian currency) for each 
patient in their list per month. Because of this doctors must ensure who will 
take over their patients, when they are not on the work. This may be their 
counterpart, medical center or Diagnostic-Consultative Center. In the remote 
and inaccessible areas, where there is a shortage of specialists, general 
practitioners have the right to receive the additional funding against providing 
duties and on the phone. Ministry of Health takes into account, that the influx 
of patients to the emergency portals of hospitals for the first half of this year is 
decreased with 20%, and the ambulatory reviews in emergency aid in the 
second quarter of 2011 are reduced to 8%.

ELECTRONIC REGISTER OF THE HEALTH MINISTRY 

By January 1 2012 every hospital in the country will be obliged to give the 
number of births, which are carried out in it. The information will be submitted 
in the electronic register of the health ministry. This will give the opportunity 
to increase control over establishments and to ensure maximum security and 
quality for patients in them. This also will help for the taking of timely 
management decisions. The data for births will be submitted by each hospital 
with obstetrics and gynecology space to 24 hours of the execution. The entry 
will be carried out by an authorized specialist, who will bear personal 
responsibility for the authenticity of the data and will enter the system with an 
electronic signature. In the register will be submitted information on the place, 
the date and time of birth, data for mother and child - sex, kilos, the state, 
growth, as well as how it went the birth in general. In the database also will be 
entered the doctor fought birth, whether pregnancy is in vitro and whether the 
mother is refuses a child. The Registry will be located in the Calculation center 
of the Ministry of Healthcare in the National Medical Coordination Center and 
will be maintained by Department "Electronic health". Its construction costs 
28 000 leva. Access to the full information in the register will have only the 
ministry but each person will be able to see in real time how many children 
were born in the separate areas of the country. In addition started the 
construction of an electronic information system of medical expertise. In this 
way will increase the control in the system and will be facilitated a follow-up 
of the documents for patients who have applied in front of the Territorial expert 
medical commission. (TEMC) The financing of the system will be carried out 
under the Operational Program “Development of human resources" project 
BG051PO001-2.6.12 "Unitary information system of medical expertise in 
Bulgaria”. The value of the project is 798 000 BGN, and beneficiary is 
National expert medical commission (NEMC). The construction of the 
electronic information system is going to be completed by the end of 2012. 
There into it will be integrated NEMC, TEMC and the regional file cards for 
medical expertise. Thus there is a link between data of all structures and will be 
set up a centralized register of citizens who have undergone TEMC. Similar 
records will be done for transfusion haematology, for  ontological diseases, as 
well as register on the accreditation of the healthcare institutions, the training 
of the medical staff and a register of medical devices.

THE NEW BUDGET OF THE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 
FUND

The budget of the National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) is balanced and a 
buffer into it will be a 10 %  reserve in the expenditure part. The amount is 
similar to the last year. It could be said that it is a budget of the Status Quo, but 
in this moment preservation of the costs can be seen in a positive light. This 
year in the budget of NIF there are more funds for hospital aid, but this is so, 

because the transferring of activities and medicines, which were 
financed by the Ministry of Health in 2011 - activities on hemodialise 

and oncology. Primary and medico-diagnostic activity retain their dimensions 
of last year, there is a minimum increase in relevant assistance, a reserve of ten 
per cent ensures flexibility and predictability in the allocation of funds, the 
minister noted. 

200 000 MORE MEDICAL DIRECTIONS IN 2011 

With 225 202 have been increased the medical directions for consultation with 
specialist in 2011, compared to 2010. For the last quarter of 2011 the 
performers of non medical assistance allocated 51 557 the number more 
directions for consultation comparing the same quarter of 2010. 16, 5 % 
increased funds for medico-diagnostic research. From this year directions 
shall be distributed in a new way - not be taken into account only the number of 
the population in the region, but also its specific characteristics - age structure, 
and the type locations and other characteristics, conferring consumption of 
health services. Doctors may redistribute directions by need for dispensaries 
reviews, disease prevention and risk groups to such acute cases and the 
opposite.

ORYAHOVO HOSPITAL STOPS TAKING PATIENTS

The management of the hospital in Oryahovo announced that it stops to adopt 
patients, leaving the residents of three cover municipalities without medical 
assistance. To this final measure has been reached, after the debts of the 
hospital accumulating from last year reached the record amount of 2 and a half 
million BGN. The accounts of the hospital are blocked, there are no doctors 
and no patients, and the supply of medicines is suspended. The municipality, 
which is the owner, two times is has made a decision for a solid financial aid, 
but haven't  translated even a cent in the accounts of the hospital.

BUDGET 2012 CUTS THE MONEY FOR DENTAL ANESTHESIA 

The serial affected by the next year "die-hard" budget-project have proved to 
be dentists. If the new budget is adopted, it is advocating one hidden deficit 
with regard to funding of relevant assistance for the next year, alarmed the 
Bulgarian Dental Union (BDU). Under the arrangements with the National 
Health Insurance Fund in the last option of the budget from the Treasury has 
been separated 101 million leva. Contributed to the Parliament's draft budget 
for next year, however, they have been granted 95,394 million leva. According 
to preliminary talks the cuts of 5, 6 million leva had to cover fully anesthesia, 
used in certain groups of people - detainees, children, deprived of parental 
control or curative in specialized restaurants, as well as the elderly in homes. In 
addition in this amount were predicted money provided for either to 
compensate  the appreciation of silver amalgam. In the contract for 2012 is 
enshrined the entry of electronic reporting of the performers of dental aid, 
which is a very important step not only for updating, but also for a control. 
However, there is still a lack of agreement on the requested by BDU return of 
arbitration committees in the regions.

THE BULGARIAN POSTAL SERVICE WILL ISSUE EUROPEAN 
HEALTH CARD 

European health insurance card will be issued under a simplified procedure 
and the National Health Insurance Fund has a new contractor for this. Thus the 
service will be available in all the 276 postal stations in the territory of 
Bulgaria. With the card the ensured patients may obtain the necessary medical 
assistance for emergency situations in case of temporary residence in the EU 
member countries, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. The 
former points of the previous company-contractor will no longer accept 
applications. The application for the issue will be free of charge and everyone 
will receive in on spot in the post office or print the form from the website of 
NHIF. Application shall be submitted personally, as must be submitted an 
identity card and a copy of it.  For persons to 14 years, and those up to 16 years, 
who do not have identity cards yet, in order to apply for the European health 
insurance card shall be presented a birth certificate and identity card of one of 
their parents, leaving copies of the two documents. There is no more need of 
signature and photo on the card which was mandatory in the past. Cease to 
exist and framework of the present requirement for the presence of photo and 
signature on the card, which will also facilitate citizens. However the 
requirement finished cards to be received personally or by notery authorized 
person is still valid. Card and the services in its issue are free of charge and the 
issue deadline is 15 days.
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FOCUS

COMMUNITY MONITORING OF THE HEALTH 
CARE SERVICES IN ROMA COMMUNITIES

Veliko Tarnovo and Pavlikeni municipalities in mid 2011. The figures 
show that some 54 % of the respondents do not have health insurance, 
42 % say they do have health insurance and some 4 % did not know 
their health insurance status or did not respond. Another significant 
alarming finding of the inquiry shows that only 22% of the health 
insured do know the phone number of their general practitioner (GP).  

.

The technical assistance meeting was held as part of Amalipe's 
th

and Sastipen's participation in the 4  European Public Health 
th th

Conference 10  – 12  of November 2011, Copenhagen, Denmark.  

CENTER AMALIPE PARTICIPATED IN THE 4TH 
EUROPEAN PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE IN 

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

for Health Care Services in Roma Community: Strengthening 
Community Mobilization and Advocacy”. The project aims at 
introducing, testing and assessing model for community monitoring 
of the health care services in Roma community in Bulgaria based on 
the method of social audit in order to strengthen bottom up advocacy 
for Roma health integration and to improve the health status of Roma. 
Mr. Kolev presented the main objectives of the Program which aims 
to introduce community monitoring of the health care services in 
Roma community inBulgaria in order to strengthen bottom up 
advocacy for improving the health status of Roma community. From 
one side, community monitoring will enable local Roma 
communities to engage in policy and governance processes at the 
local level, improve health service delivery and improve health 

outcomes in the long run. From the 
other side, it will provide evidences 
for national level advocacy for 
fostering the policy of Roma health 
care integration. Mr. Kolev briefed 
the audience on the first community 
inquiry in the pilot communities 
that Center Amalipe held -

following the methodology of Prof. Das the first inquiry took place in 
July, 2011. The community moderators and volunteers carried out the 
inquiry where 515 persons were interviewed with focus groups of 
women, children and men were organized. The results were 
summarized within a special report.  The advocacy activities was 
another of the main points that Mr. Kolev spoke of. Following the 
inquiry results Center Amalipe organized advocacy activities before 
the local institutions and service providers. They included meeting 
with the Regional Healthcare Inspectorate, meeting with the 
Regional Health Insurance Office and National Conference attended 
by the Minister of EU Funds Tomislav Donchev. The chairman of 
Center Amalipe also participated in another discussion session as part 

th
of the 4  European Public Health Conference. The topic was “The EU 
funds and the Roma integration”. Participants of the round table were 
also Andor Urmos from DG Regio and Richard Price from DG 
SANCO of the European Commission. Mr. Kolev shared opinion and 
expertise in the problematic area of how the structural funds can be 
adjusted to the needs of the state policy towards Roma integration and 
innovative multispectral approaches to the issue. He explained that in 
2006 and 2007 Amalipe led advocacy campaign of Roma NGOs for 
incorporating Roma integration issues in the operational programs 
and owing to this now in Human Resources Development OP in 
Bulgaria Roma targeted calls are announced. For the next planning 
period he insisted that European Commission should include the 
implementation of National Roma Integration Strategy as part of the 
so-called “conditionalities” before the states in order to obtain EU 
funds. In addition ESF Regulations should include defined share for 
integrated actions in marginalized communities – as it was that 
through Art. 7 of ERDF Regulations. Answering to these suggestions 
Mr. Urmos agreed that Roma integration should be part of 
conditionalities. “The new Regulations for the next period are 
proposed by the European Commission but the Council has the final 
decision. There will be a lot of negotiations and compromises. That is 
why Roma civil society should be very active in insisting its 
requirements!”, stressed Andor Urmos.  

WORK SESSION FOR PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE 
CHILDREN ACT

Working session for public discussion of the Children Act was organized in 
Varna on 22 November by the National Network for Children. The session 
has been hosted by Karin Dom Foundation. In the discussions took part more 
than 60 people from the northeast Bulgaria. CIEDT "Amalipe" was 
represented from was Nelly Nikolova – Regional Coordinator of schools 
with predominant Roma students at risk of dropping out from northeast 
Bulgaria. During the meeting were presented key aspects of the reform in the 
section children and family, followed by a public discussion. The purpose of 
the meeting is, prior to the introduction of the bill to the National Assembly, 
to be presented to wide audience for discussion and improvement through 
discussions with all interested parties. Bulgaria has not developed effective 

policies for the children and for the 
family purposes within the last 10 years 
stated Georgi Bogdanov, Chief 
Executive of the National Network for 
Children during the discussion. 
According to him, from 1991 to 2000 
children's rights have not been 
guaranteed by law, and afterwards, a new 

law has been adopted which 10 years later led to the draft for Children law. 
From 2010 the National Network for Children held 4 meetings with experts 
to discuss the contents of the new law. At the end of July 2011, draft of the 
law has been elaborated, which, however, proved quite "alarming" for the 
non-governmental sector. From then on, more than 560 proposals and 
opinions on the draft law have been made. After the new amendments have 
been made, since 1 November the law itself acquired its final form. It is 
expected by the end of the year, the bill to be submitted to the Council of 
Ministers and after being approved, to be included in the National Assembly 
agenda, so that by the middle of 2012 to be put to discussion by the 
Committees. It is envisaged that the Law for Children will be enforced by 
2013. According to representatives from NGOs the new law is necessary 
because the now existing one envisages measures mainly for children at risk. 
Another key point is that the newly proposed law shall ensure a stronger 
connection between children and their families. We shall not underestimate 
the fact that the system for the protection of the child undergoes crisis. "This 
means that one social worker in the country accounts for 112 cases which is 
practically impossible when in the norm he/she shall be assigned 20-30 
cases. Social workers in the country are about 420, and only the children 
cared for  by the institutions are 7000" stated specialists in the social sphere. 
The new law is also needed to compensate for the lack of connection 
between the different systems, i.e. healthcare, education, judicial system, 
etc. Representatives of the non-governmental sector claim to have made 
recommendations to the new law. The first one being that Child Protection 
Departments be assigned to the control of local authorities. In addition, that 
denial from adoption shall be prohibited. Besides, it is advisable to promote 
positive parenting. To specify the difference between special educational 
needs and supplementary educational needs. And more on the draft 
recommendations – the institutionalization of children up to three years shall 
be prohibited - for the purpose, the functions of host families will be 
expanded. On a two-year basis, monitoring will be made as regards  
possibilities for child redirection from social institutions or  adoption. There 
will be a maximum age difference of 50 years between adoptive parent and 
adoptee. The law shall also envisage protection of personal data and identity 
of children, victims of sexual crimes. For employers, list of the persons who 
have committed sexual harassment shall be drawn up. Draft of the Children 

Act may be downloaded at:
http://www.mlsp.government.bg/bg/ministry/PROEKT_ZAKON_ZA 

DETETO.doc
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JOINT TRAINING OF VOLUNTEERS IN HIV/AIDS 
PREVENTION WAS HELD NEAR GABROVO

 
Here we are! Volunteers from Veliko Turnovo and Gabrovo rapidly move 
forward again. United around the idea to organize training together out of 
town, nearly 30 volunteers of youth clubs, working on HIV / AIDS 
prevention and risky sexual behavior were able to work together in a new 
direction. The training took place on 15th and 16th of November, 2011 in the 
vacation place “Edelweiss”, which is located 20 km. away from the town of 
Gabrovo in Uzana area. There were a total of eight sessions that were 
allocated respectively to each of the four working days. We started the 
training, as we arrived at the hotel. Quickly everyone introduced himself, 
discussed the most important rules that make our stay there more pleasant 
and fruitful, and we started to work. Theme of the training was working in 
the field and outreach. The willingness of volunteers to learn more about the 
principles of outreach and how to be good collaborators in the field made 
them ask number of questions their trainers. Most interesting to the 
participants were the methods of avoiding conflict that occurs in the field. 
All volunteers actively took part and showed that they have incredible 
potential. Trainers gladly worked with the group and were able to give 
valuable advice on how to work effectively and safely of course. Training, as 
expected, has not been without its sweet dose of fun. The evening passed in 
games, dancing and wonderful emotions. Volunteers from the two cities 
cooperated and formed a great team that can work productively as well as to 
have fun efficiently!

THE TWO- STAGE RESEARCH USING THE “COMMUNITY 
INQUIRING” METHOD WITHIN THE PROJECT FOR 

COMMUNITY MONITORING OF THE ACCESS TO HEALTH 
CARE OF VULNERABLE ETHNIC MINORITIES IS 

COMPLETED 

The main objective of the study was to assess the access to health services for 
vulnerable ethnic communities in the project areas which will allow to 
develop effective strategies for improving the practice of providing these 
services in the long term. Nearly 50 local volunteers were involved in the 
two-stage survey, in the first stage, the team collected and processed 515 
standardized questionnaires in total and in the second stage - 500 
questionnaires. The questionnaire contained questions in four main sectors - 
access to primary care, emergency and hospital care, children's and women's 
health. This justified the profile of the potential respondents - women over 
18 years old from the four project villages - Vodoley and Balvan from Veliko 
Turnovo Municipality and Batak and Varbovka from Pavlikeni 
Municipality. The first-stage research, which took place in August, generally 
confirmed our expectations about the nature of the problems in access to 
health care in the project places, due largely to the lack of information about 
the conditions and practices for providing of healthcare in the above main 
sectors. Regarding access to primary care was found that more than half of 
respondents are not health insured; nearly 80% of the total respondents did 
not know the phone number of their GP and the GP of their children.  The 
same rate of the respondents do not go to prophylactic medical examinations 
as well as are not able to buy medicines prescribed by a doctor to them or 
their relatives. The research of the access to emergency and hospital medical 
care registered alarming results showed that 70% of respondents are not 
aware whether they should pay for their stay in hospital, and every second 
interviewed woman was discriminated against by the hospital authorities. 

Discrimination also lies at the heart of 
the fact that in 59% of the emergency 
cases the emergency aid teams do not 
react adequately to the calls .  
Respondents reported for presence of 
deaths of young people from villages 
with heart problems, died from undue 
delay of the emergency aid teams. In 
general, all GPs in the project places are 
trying to comply with the immunization 

calendar for children. Although, the children under 18 years old are insured 
by law, nearly 20% of the mothers were forced to pay for examinations of 
their children to the doctor, and 63% of children did not attend a dentist this 
calendar year on a specific occasion - prophylactic examination, or other 
dental procedure. Negative are also the trends in women's health care. Half 
of the women in project communities have not visited a gynecologist in the 

past year and are generally not aware of what their health condition 
is. Each year about 20% of pregnant women from four villages 
cannot provide funds to monitor their pregnancy by a medical 

person; they benefited a free of charge parturition, but cannot benefit any 
other medical care after birth. As the a large part of the results, which 
essentially have a negative attitude towards access to health care, basically 
due to poor awareness of the people this serve as a benchmark for the project 
team which has set short-term advocacy objective, namely: Raising 
awareness of people from the project places about  the legal norms in 
providing various health services and their health rights and obligations as 
patients. The planned activities to raise awareness of communities in project 
places turned into an information campaign under the slogan "Health to 
everybody" with the following activities: The activists from the clubs for 
local development in Varbovka, Batak and Balvan, with the support of 
Centre "Amalipe" performed to more than 1,000 people in these three 
villages an theater show entitled "Doctor, where are you?". For the children 
from grades 1 to 4 from all village schools we gave a lectures related to 
personal hygiene and diseases of the "dirty hands", as for all 280 children we 
bought toothbrushes and toothpastes, and trainers clearly showed the 
children how properly must brush their teeth. Young volunteers from Center 
"Amalipe" held interactive discussions with adolescents from 5 to grade 8 on 
issues related to sexual maturation, gender relations, early marriages, 
unwanted pregnancy, contraception and sexually transmitted diseases. For 
the people from the project places the team prepared and distributed in total 
of 600 houses information materials, written in simple language with which 
to inform people about access to emergency and hospital care, what and how 
much should be paid, as well as each household received a special card with 
contact information for the local GPs. We held meetings with the GPs and 
met them with the results of the first stage-research. On the meetings we put 
focus on measures to be taken immediately on their part to improve access to 
health services for the local people. The second-stage research was 
conducted in November and did keep the same methodology and questions. 
The evaluation of the access to health care after the second -stage research 
indicates several important conclusions: There is improvement in the access 
to health care in the project places in almost all  sectors as follows: Access to 
primary medical care – from assessment of "weak" in the first evaluation, the 
access was improved to assessment "satisfactory". The main reason for this 
improvement is due to the significantly higher patient awareness about the 
phone and the way of contact with the GP, and due to the larger percentage of 
patients who have passed medical screening. Both factors are  a result of the 
campaign "Health to everybody l": we can confidently say that this 
campaign has led to significant improvement in access to primary care; 
Access to emergency and hospital care – from assessment of "weak" in the 
first evaluation, the access was improved to border assessment between 
"weak" and "satisfactory", although it still remains weak. The improvement 
is due as to higher awareness of local communities, as well as to more rapid 
and adequate response of the emergency teams. I.e. in this case the 
improvement is due as to the campaign "Health to everybody" as well as to  
taken by RHI and RHIF actions as a result of the advocacy activities of the 
project team; Access to Child Healthcare – from assessment of 
„satisfactory" in the first evaluation, the access was improved to assessment 
of "good". Here remains alarming the situation  of dental services: The need 
is urgent measures to improve dental prophylaxis; Access to women's 
healthcare - in this area there is a very slight improvement, which is above 
the statistical error, but the overall assessment remains "weak", although is 
located  in the border area with assessment of "satisfactory". The 
improvement is due mainly to free gynecological screenings, organized 
within the project. There is an obviously need for systematic and purposeful 
actions to improve access to women's health among the Roma communities 
in rural areas. By choosing a strategy of information, as the first stage of 
possible advocacy strategy the project team aimed to make a quick 
intervention in all project areas, which: to remove the existing  subjective 
reasons of information character to lead to significant improvement on  
information parameters of the  access to health services, which to be 
registered on the second survey to show that such activities are 
responsibilities and duty of the local health institutions. The information 
campaign "Health to everybody” between the two stages of the research, 
played a decisive role in registering improvements in access to health care, 
with which the short-term advocacy objective is met, namely: Raising 
awareness of people from the project places about  the legal norms in 
providing various health services and their health rights and obligations as 
patients.

page 7/8Center Amalipe



THE FAMILY DAY WAS CELEBRATED IN NOVI 
PAZAR

In the Family Day - November 21, 2011 school children from the Second 
Primary School in Novi Pazar painted and discussed on the topic "Who is my 
Buditel?" (“buditel” in Bulgarian is a special word with the meaning of 
“spirit leader, person who make the people more sensitive to the public 
activities, leader of the nation”) The event was organized by the community 
moderators at the Center for Community Development in the town of Novi 

Pazar. 24 children, 1-4 graders took part 
in the interactive discussion. Usually 
the day of the “National buditels” is 
celebrated on November 1 but that was 
no reason to discuss this again with the 
kids during the Family Day. All the 
children received a sheet of paper and 
markers through which to express and 
to paint their own ideas about the 
leaders of the present and meanwhile 
about their families. The young artists 

were very enthusiastic and showed a great interest during the activity. At 
least for some of them as “buditel” were proved their family-members: 
mother, father, grandparents and relatives. Interesting moment was that 
there were children who painted as leaders the community moderators from 
the Center for Community Development in Novi Pazar.  While they were 
drawing the pupils were asking if there are going to be held other wonderful 
meetings like this. Almost all of the kids were amazed that Roma people 
from their communities in the face of the community moderators can 
organize such interesting event. Finally all the kids received special 
presents: wafer, weekly programs and ruler, because they paid a lot of 
attention and showed diligence. 

DISCUSSIONS OH HEALTH INITIATED THE 
MODERATORS FROM THE CENTERS FOR COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT
 
On November 11-16 2011 the community moderators from the Centers for 
community development, created by Center for interethnic dialogue and 
tolerance Amalipe under “Promoting participatory field work at grass root 
level in marginalized and traditional Roma communities” Project initiated 
the implementation of discussions on the health issues, pointed as important 
from the community. The moderators from Center for community 
d e v e l o p m e n t  –  E t r o p o l e  i n  
cooperation with the Regional Health 
Inspection - Sofia area District 
organized a discussion on “Prevention 
of women's malignancy”.  Lector was 
Dr. Konstantina Kirilova who by a 
very interesting and accessible way 
presented the information in front of 
the women audience. In Byala Slatina 
on November 16 the moderators from the Center for community 
development there initiated a health discussion on “Communicable and 
infection diseases and ways to prevent them” The discussion was held in the 
building of the elementary school “Hristo Smirnenski” because its target 
group was children from 1.- 4. Grade and their parents. Lectors of the 
discussion were Dr. Hristo Gashevski (infection diseases specialist) and Mr. 
Nikolay Minchev from the Hygienic-Ecological Inspection – Byala Slatina. 
For the children audience there was a surprise: each child received a wafer. 
The only condition to open it was having their hands washed with soap and 
water. The event was also supported by “New Road” NGO – Hayredin which 
is the monitoring organization of CCD-Byala Slatina.      

MEETING WITH CHILDREN IN PARENTS IN 
“HRISTO BOTEV” ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 

LOPYAN

On November 16, 2011 the moderators 
f r o m  C e n t e r  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  
development Etropole organized a 
meeting with student and parents in the 
building of “Hristo Botev” elementary 
school, village of Lopyan. The purpose 
of meeting was to present the activities 
of Center for Community Development 
– Etropole, the functions of the 
moderators and the partnership 

opportunities with the school. Discussed issues of the meeting were: how 
active are children in learning at school and is the content of the books 
accessible; what activities can be done in collaboration for increasing the 
school attending; work with parents to 
involve them in the school life etc. 
There at the school already exists a 
School Parliament and the pupils even 
have chosen its chairman. Students who 
participate at the School parliament are 
very excited: that they have certain 
responsibilities and that they can take 
their own decisions concerning their 
education and future development. At 
the meeting teacher and students were 
interested about the different Roma groups and what are the specifics in their 
customs and traditions. Ther5efore this is going to be the leading toping of 
the next discussions the community moderators are going to organize in 
November.

WHAT ARE THE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF DISABLED 
CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS?

On November 22, 2011 was organized a meeting between representatives of 
social  services and municipal  
administration of Novi Pazar and 
children and adults with disabilities 
from the Roma community. The 
meeting was organized by the Center 
for Community Development – Novi 
P a z a r  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
“Humanitarian activities” Direction 
based on the community mapping done 
previously. During the discussion were 
asked a series of questions and inquiries 

relating to the rights of children and people with disabilities. The most 
frequently asked questions were “When there is going to be a sufficient 
number of personal assistants?” and 
"What are the requirements for the 
granting of technical aids?" The 
representat ives  of  the  “Chi ld  
Protection” Directorate were asked 
about the legislation and procedures for 
applying to become a foster family and 
also about the possibilities people with 
disabilities to become foster parents. 
All the questions received their answers 
but the time was not enough for 
everyone. Therefore the representatives of the institutions promised a new 
meeting. 
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